Interdunal Cwale Rectoration

The Guana Interdunal Swale (frechwater mareh) formed when the Atlantic
choreline wag approximately 1 mile weset of ite precent pogition and cea levele
were 5 to 10 feet higher. Candwiched between two ancient dune ridgee, the
ewale extende for roughly 7 milec along the Guana Penincula. Between 1957
and 1962 mocquito control ditehing and placement of a road ceverely altered
the natural topography and hydrology of the area. The ditcheg eccentially
dried out the march in all but cevere rain evente, allowing hardwoodze to
encroach. Furthermore, the road bicected GTM’e portion of the ewale blocking
the flow of water and fragmenting the larger healthier march ecogycetem into

two emaller march areac.

Phace Il (June 2010): Low-Water Croceeing

»road (portion biceeting the ewale)
v'removed vegetation along cidec
v'removed <coil to march elevation

> hiker/biker accege acroce the march
v conetructed a 275-foot boardwalk

» provide vehicle accese for GTM ctaft
v inctalled 2 17-foot low-water eroecing
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Rectoration Projecte To Date
Phacec | and Il (March of 1994) concicted of filling the

mocquito ditcheg and placing culverte under the road.
Filling the ditches returned the hydrology to near original
conditione. However, the culverte didn’t allow for
cufficient water flow under the road. Returning the ewale
to ag near original conditione a¢ pogcible would require
additional rectoration.
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